THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.                        S6i

Norwegian patriots' party, as opposed to the government party
representing a foreign king.

Charles XIV. (Bernadotte) was in conflict with the Norwe-
gians throughout his reign (1818-44): conflict over the civil list;
conflict over the abolition of the nobility, which the Storthing de-
manded in three successive votes; conflict over the reform of
the constitution (the King- wished to secure for himself the
same powers that were enjoyed by the kings of other mon-
archies: veto, right of dissolution, appointment of presiding
officers; the Storthing rejected all his amendments in 1824; con-
flict in 1829 with students who were celebrating the anniver-
sary of the Norwegian constitution instead of the anniversary of
the union with Sweden (the King sent troops tu disperse them);
conflict over the choice of the viceroy for Norway. This time the
King went so far as to dissolve the Storthing, which retorted by
impeaching the ministry for having advised the King to violate
the constitution; the ministry was condemned to pay a fine, and
the King yielded, taking a Norwegian for his viceroy.

The two -succeeding Kings, Oscar I. (1844-59) an^ Charles
XV. (1859-72), lived in peace with the Storthing. Oscar recog-
nised the national flag of Norway and gave up the right of ap-
pointing a viceroy (the charge was abolished in 1873). Reli-
gious liberty, which had been forgotten in the constitution, was
established by laws. The law on Dissenters (1845) gave to all
Christian sects the right to establish communities and to practice
their religion. Jews were given the same privilege in 1851. Uni-
versal religious liberty was granted in 1878. Lutheranism re-
mained compulsory far office-holders, however. The Storthing
session was made annual (1869), and this increased political
activity in Norway.

Prosperity increased rapidly. Norway had never been so
populous or so rich. The population had increased from less
than 1,200,000 souls in 1835 to 1,800,000 in 1875 (2,000,000 in
1891); the population of the cities from 135,000 in 1832 to 332,-
ooo in 1875. The debt, which had been very heavy in 1815, was
paid off In 1850. The customs duties, growing more and more
productive, were sufficient to cover the expenses of the state.
The little Norwegian people owned a fourth of the merchant
marine of Europe: in 1879 56,000 sailors and 7800 ships, not to
mention the fishermen, who in 1890 were estimated at 120,000.
The land was divided among a great number of peasants. The

36